
2024
Farm Bill
Update



2024?

Introductions – name, location,
personal pronouns
Icebreaker – If you were a farm
animal, which would you be?
(In the chat)

Welcome
Thank you for taking time with us
today to advocate for farm bill
priorities



Agenda

Why we are here today,
update on the farm bill
OEFFA's Farm Bill
Platform and Priorities
Collective action
Open space – questions
and commitments



The farm bill shapes virtually every
aspect of the U.S. food and

agricultural system—what kind of
food farmers grow, how it is grown,

how much it costs, who has access to
land and resources to farm, and what

kind of farms are likely to succeed.

What is
the farm
bill?
Context and Timing



The 2018 Farm Bill
is more than 850

pages long
Farm Bill 

Titles: 1
2 in

 total!

Commodities, Conservation,
Trade, Nutrition, Credit, Rural

Development, Research, Forestry, Energy,
Horticulture, Crop Insurance, Miscellaneous



O v e r a l l  u p d a t e :  
M u c h  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  d r a f t e d  b u t  r e m a i n s  u n d e r
c o n s t r u c t i o n  
M o n e y  ( o r  l a c k  t h e r e o f )  r e m a i n s  t h e  m a i n  h a n g - u p
( I R A  a n d  n u t r i t i o n  f u n d s )  
B i p a r t i s a n s h i p  i s  a  m u s t  ( w i l l  h a v e  t o  h a v e  i f  w e  h a v e
a  f a r m  b i l l )  

2 0 2 4  l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d :  
M a r c h  -  J u n e :  ~ 4 2  w o r k i n g  d a y s  f r o m  M a r c h  -  J u n e
2 8 t h
M a y :  L a t e  s p r i n g  w i n d o w  f o r  a c t i o n  ( h a v e  s a i d  3
c o n s e c u t i v e  w e e k s  n e e d e d  t o  d r a f t  c o n t e n t )
M a y :  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  B u d g e t  O f f i c e  n u m b e r s  -  W e  a r e  a t
r i s k  o f  g e t t i n g  n e w  b u d g e t  n u m b e r s  i f  t h e y  d o n ’ t  m o v e
s o o n  ( a t  l e a s t  c o m m i t t e e  m a r k - u p )
J u l y  -  N o v e m b e r :  E l e c t i o n  t i m e ,  d o n ’ t  e x p e c t  m u c h  o f
a n y t h i n g  t o  m o v e  d u r i n g  t h i s  t i m e .  
S e p t e m b e r  3 0 t h :  D a t e  2 0 1 8  F a r m  B i l l  e x p i r e s  w i t h
e x t e n s i o n

C o n c e r n s :  
W e  d o n ' t  k n o w  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  e n v i r o n m e n t  i n  2 0 2 5  
D i r e c t  i m p a c t  o n  l o n g - t e r m  c o n s e r v a t i o n  f u n d i n g  a n d
s t r a n d e d  p r o g r a m s
L e s s  s t a b i l i t y  ( o u t d a t e d  p r o g r a m s ) :  L e s s o n s  o f  t h e
p a n d e m i c ,  r a c i a l  e q u i t y ,  c l i m a t e  c h a n g e

Timeline



OEFFA's Farm Bill
Platform:

P r o m o t i n g  S o i l  H e a l t h  a n d  C l i m a t e  R e s i l i e n c e
T h r o u g h  C o n s e r v a t i o n  P o l i c y

1 .

A d d r e s s i n g  C o n s o l i d a t i o n  i n  t h e  F o o d  a n d
A g r i c u l t u r e  S y s t e m

2 .

I n v e s t i n g  i n  O r g a n i c  a n d  S u s t a i n a b l e  R e s e a r c h3 .
P r o v i d i n g  M o r e  S u p p o r t  f o r  B e g i n n i n g  a n d
B I P O C  F a r m e r s

4 .

I n c r e a s i n g  I n v e s t m e n t s  i n  L o c a l  a n d   R e g i o n a l
F o o d  S y s t e m s

5 .

"Build a safety net that
protects our small farms"

- Senator Stabenow



1 .  I R A  f u n d i n g  
T h e  I n f l a t i o n  R e d u c t i o n  A c t  p r o v i d e s  m u c h - n e e d e d
r e s o u r c e s  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o g r a m s  t h a t  a r e  h i g h l y
o v e r s u b s c r i b e d .  

a .

T h i s  f u n d i n g   m u s t  s t a y  i n  T i t l e  I I   ( c o n s e r v a t i o n )  o f
t h e  f a r m  b i l l   a n d  n o t  b e  s t r i p p e d   t o  p r o p
u p   u n n e e d e d  r e f e r e n c e  p r i c e  p r o g r a m s .  

b .

( P i l l a r :  C l i m a t e  a n d  C o n s o l i d a t i o n )i .

2 .  L e v e l i n g  t h e  p l a y i n g  f i e l d  
A l l  f a r m e r s  s h o u l d  h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  g r a n t  p r o g r a m s ,
c r o p  i n s u r a n c e ,  a n d  a l l  U S D A  e n t i t i e s .

a .

D i s c r i m i n a t i o n  b y  t h e  U S D A  i s  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  h a p p e nb .
( P i l l a r :  C o n s o l i d a t i o n  a n d  B e g i n n i n g  a n d  B I P O C
f a r m e r s )  

i .

TOP PRIORITIES AND WHAT WE’RE WATCHING



3 .  S u p p o r t  f o r  f a r m e r s
H e l p  p r o d u c e r s  b y  f u n d i n g  o r g a n i c  p r o g r a m s  s u c h
a s  c o s t  s h a r e ,  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e ,  a n d  m a r k e t
a c c e s s .  

a .

( P i l l a r :  O r g a n i c s )i .

4 .  N u t r i t i o n  f u n d i n g
W e  d o n ' t  n e e d  l e s s  f u n d i n g  h e r e ,  w e  n e e d  m o r e !
F u n d i n g  f o r  n u t r i t i o n  p r o g r a m s  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  t a k e n
t o  p r o p  u p  b i g  a g  

a .

( P i l l a r :  L o c a l  a n d  R e g i o n a l  F o o d  S y s t e m s  a n d
C o n s o l i d a t i o n )

i .

TOP PRIORITIES AND WHAT WE’RE WATCHING



 If we don’t
engage, they keep

their power.



Call
Script

Hello, My name is ___ and I am a constituent in ____'s
district. I would like to ask the Congress(wo)man to work
to pass the next farm bill this year, in 2024. If we continue
with the same 2018 Farm Bill with more extensions, we
will have to fight for funding that is not in the baseline like
organic cost share and support for urban agriculture.
Outdated funding structures and programs jeopardize the
resilience of our food system. The pandemic centered the
importance of racial equity, strong local food systems, and
climate-smart practices that are all long standing
necessities. We need a new farm bill that reflects our
modern needs, not those of 6 years ago. Please work with
your colleagues to pass the next farm bill as soon as
possible. Thank you for receiving my comment. 

Find your member of Congress and their contact
information here.

https://action.oeffa.org/legislator-lookup/
https://action.oeffa.org/legislator-lookup/


What 
you 

can do
going

forward!
Tag your Members of
Congress  on social  media

Video instruction

Make a  call  to youR
Members of  Congress

Video instruction

Submit  a  comment online

Video instruction

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5uCuDdH6iXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FdhdzXitvwM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-ICQPWydxk


Resources

P r o m o t e  s o i l  h e a l t h  a n d
c l i m a t e  r e s i l i e n c e  t h r o u g h  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  p o l i c y

A d d r e s s  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  i n  t h e
f o o d  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e  s y s t e m

I n v e s t  i n  o r g a n i c  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  r e s e a r c h

P r o v i d e  m o r e  s u p p o r t  f o r
b e g i n n i n g  a n d  B I P O C  f a r m e r s

I n c r e a s e  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  l o c a l
a n d  r e g i o n a l  f o o d  s y s t e m s

F a r m  B i l l  M a r k e r  B i l l  t r a c k e r

https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/1-Soil-Health-Climate-Resilience-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/1-Soil-Health-Climate-Resilience-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/1-Soil-Health-Climate-Resilience-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/2-Consolidation-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/2-Consolidation-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/3-Organic-and-Sustainable-Research-Week-of-Action-One-Pager-2.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/3-Organic-and-Sustainable-Research-Week-of-Action-One-Pager-2.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/4-Beginning-and-BIPOC-Farmers-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/4-Beginning-and-BIPOC-Farmers-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/5-Local-and-Regional-Food-Systems-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/5-Local-and-Regional-Food-Systems-Week-of-Action-One-Pager.pdf
https://action.oeffa.org/marker-bill-tracker/


Your
story is

important!

No matter your background
or experiences, your

members of Congress want to
hear from you!



Thank you for
joining us!
Policy@oeffa.org


